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LATE  NEWS 


Canada  is  discussing;  long-term  wheat  agreements  with  France,  Belgium, 
Holland,  and  Great  Britain,  according  to  a  statement  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  Ottawa,  by  the  Canadian  Agricultural  Minister. 

Australian  prospects  for  increased  food  -production  in  19jjg  have 
imp  roved  as  a  result  of  generally  good  seasonal  conditions  to  date,  "but 
additional  rains  are  needed  in  many  wheat  areas  for  seeding  and  in  many 
dry  pastoral',  districts  to  maintain  the  outlook.    Indications  point  to  a 
substantial  increase  in  wheat  acreage  provided  good  planting  rains  are 
received. 

Crop  conditions  in  Italy  are  good  in  nearly  all  sections,  with  pros- 
pects for  yields  well  above  those  of  I9H5:.    Weather  conditions  continue 
favorable,  but  the  scarcity  of  fertilizers  last  fall  will  prevent  high 
grain  yields.    A  wheat  crop  of  6,270,000  short  tons  has  been  predicted. 
Severe  damage  from  hot  winds  and  grasshoppers  is  reported  in  Sardinia. 

Austrian  grain  crops  for  19^-6,  with  19^5  production  shown  in 
parentheses,  were  estimated  as  follows:     Wheat,  8,^53,000  (l0, 802,000) 
bushels;  rye,  9 .,062 ,000  ( 10, 98^,000)  bushels;  barley,  5,512,000  (8,^,000) 
bushels;  and  oats,  lH, 120, 000  (17,22^,000)  bushels. 

The  Yugoslav  food  situation  is  fair  to  good  depending  on  area.  Ho 
starvation  is  reported  but  there  is  much  malnutrition.     Conditions  in 
Herzegovina  are  the  poorest.    Peasant  marketings  of  vegetables,'  cheese, 
lambs,  chickens,  and  eggs  in  Belgrade  are  increasing.    A  recent  decree 
ordered  the  admixture  of  10-percent  soy  flour  in  urban  bread.     Crop  con- 
ditions in  general  are  good  with  moisture  adequate  although  there  are 
some  arid  sections. 

The  Austrian  Food  Ministry  announced  that  the  country  unaided  by  the 
Allies  could  furnish  only  230  calories  of  food  per  head  daily.    The  period 
between  May  1  and  September  30  was  expected  to  prove  critical  as  far  as 
the  food  supply'  situation  is  concerned.     Continuing  drought  in  lower 
Austria  is  reducing  the  production  of  spring  produce.    Harvest  prospects 
in  Austria  are  not  favorable. 

Peruvian  flour  mills  were  ordered  to  increase  their  extraction  ratio 
from  75  "to  82.5  percent.     In  addition,  manufacturers  of  pastries,  biscuits, 
and  vermicelli  were  ordered  to  restrict  their  production  to  essential  re- 
quirements.   The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  announced  that  a  vigorous  cam- 
paign would  be  pushed  to  promote  the  production  of  wheat  in  the  coastal 
and  mountain  valleys. 

Finland's  forthcoming  wheat  and  rye  harvests  are  expected  to  be  far 
below  average  because  of  excessive  rains  last  autumn  which  delayed  sow- 
ings and  late  soring  frosting  of  young  growth.    Spring  sowing  was  generally 
underway  on  May  7 • 
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World  peanut  production  in  19^-5  is  estimated  at  19,08l  million  pounds, 
a  decrease  of  6  percent  from  the  revised  figure  for  19^  and  a  reduction 
of  8  percent  from  the  record  crop  of  20,726  million  pounds  produced  in  19^3- 
Despite  the  decline  from  the  crops  of  the  past  2  years,  the  19^5  estimate 
indicates  a  6-percent  rise  over  the  1930-1939  average.    Prospects  are 
uncertain  for  world  peanut  production  in  19^6.     In  view  of  the  urgent 
demand  for  vegetable  fats,  however,  world-wide  production  will  probably 
continue  to  be  stimulated  for  the  next  year  or  two.    Present  Indications 
are  that  19^6  output  may  be  larger  in  Latin  American  countries  and 
smaller  in  the  United  States. 

Most  of  the  reduction  in  I9U5  occured  in  India,  the  largest  producer, 
where  the  crop  was  placed  at  6,973  million  pounds,  19  percent  less  than 
the  8,637  million  harvest  of  a  year  ago.     India's  record  acreage  of  the 
past  season  was  more  than  offset  by  reduced  yields  per  acre  caused  by 
adverse  weather  conditions. 

Total  output  for  the  African  continent  shows  an  increase  of  37  percent 
over  that  of  the  previous  year.    No  recent  information  has  been  received 
concerning  the  major -producing  areas  of  French  West  Africa  and  Nigeria. 
The  Tanganyikan  crop  expanded  k$  percent  over  that  of  19^,  while  the 
Egyptian  output,  though  smaller  than  last  year,  is  now  estimated  to  be  37 
percent  greater  than  earlier  forecasts. 

North  American  production  was  approximately  1  percent  smaller  than 
in  lyhh.    Mexican  outturn  was  revised  downward  from  previous  expectations. 
Estimates  for  the  Cuban  crop  vary  greatly  since  complete  marketings  have 
not  been  recorded;  a  considerable  amount  of  seed  failed  to  germinate  be- 
cause of  the  severe  drought,  and  extensive  reseeding  was  required.  The 
latest  figure  shows  an  upward  revision  of  5  million  pounds  over  the  previous 
one.    The  Dominican  Republic  produced  a  record  crop  of  26  million  pounds, 
an  increase  of  178  percent  over  the  small  output  of  last  year. 

Total  production  in  South  America  was  smaller  than  earlier  indications. 
Uruguay  and  Paraguay,  however,  harvested  larger  crops  than  those  of  the 
preceding  year. 

Downward  revisions  in  the  European  estimates  for  the  past  several 
years  are  due  principally  to  the  fact  that  official  figures  for  Bulgaria 
show  smaller  output  of  peanuts  than  was  formerly  foreseen.    Though  no 
figures  have  been  received  for  19^5>  the  annual  yield  for  Bulgaria  (pre- 
war territory  including  Southern  Dobrudja)  for  the  years  I9I+I-I9M+  was 
less  than  2  million  pounds,  or  only  approximately  hO  percent  of  the 
1935-1939  average. 
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Only  limited  information  is  available  concerning  the  outlook  for 
peanut  production  in  19^6.    The  prospective  acreage  of 
Crop  Outlook       peanuts  grown  alone  for  all  purposes  in  the  United  States 
For  19^6  is  3,759,000  acres,  about  5  percent  less  than  last  year 

and  26  percent  below  the  record  plantings  in  19^3,  but 
28  percent  above  the  10-year  (1935-191*4)  average. 

Argentina  planted  (November-December)  the  largest  crop  on  record,  and 
indications  point  to  a  larger  harvest  than  in  19^5.    Brazil  is  expected  to 
show  an  increase  in  production  as  a  result  of  the  emphasis  placed  on  the 
growing  of  peanuts  for  export  during  the  discussion  of  the  Emergency 
Food  Program  plan  last  July  and  the  fact  that  peanuts  were  included  in  the 
Food  Production  Financing  Decree  of  July  19^5.    The  Cuban  Government  has 
proposed  increasing  the  price  to  growers  in  order  to  stimulate  production 
in  19^6.     Since  the  efforts  of  the  Dominican  Republic  to  raise  an 
adequate  quantity  of  peanuts  to  become  self-sufficient  in  edible  oils 
have  not  yet  succeeded,  it  is  likely  that  continued  efforts  toward  this 
goal  will  result  in  a  large  19^6  crop. 

Practically  no  information  is  available  regarding  the  19^6  prospects 
in  the  principal  producing  areas  of  Africa.    Indications  are  that  no  sig- 
nificant changes  will  be  effected  in  the  Egyptian  crop.    Serious  flooding 
in  the  Limpopo  Valley,  one  of  the  richest  agricultural  areas  in  Mozambique, 
early  in  19*4-6,  has  made  over -all  crop  prospects  for  the  present  year 
uncertain;  elsewhere  in  the  Colony,  normal  production  is  expected. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricul- 
tural prospects  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  P.elations 
Committee  on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this  report  the 
Committee  was  composed  of  C.  M.  Purves,  chairman,  Fred  J.  Eossiter, 
Regina  H.  Boyle,  Helen  Francis,  Kathryn  H.  Wylie,  and  Raymond  T.  Moyer. 


COMMODITY    DEVELOPMENTS  1 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FEEDS  l/ 

CANADA  EXPECTS  LARGER 
I9I+6  WHEAT  ACREAGE 

Canada's  19^6  wheat  acreage  is  indicated  at  about  26. k  million  acres 
on  the  basis  of  farmers'  intentions  to  plant  as  of  April  30.     If  the  re- 
ported intentions  are  carried  out,  wheat  acreage  would  be  the  largest 
since  the  record  seedings  in  19^0  and  about  3  million  acres  more  than  in 
19^5  •    The  increase  would  be  largely  at  the  expense  of  oats,  barley,  and 
summer  fallow.    Intentions  indicate  a  reduction  of  about  0.7  million 
acres  in  oats,  0.6  million  in  barley  seedings,  and  about  1.1  million 


1/  This  section  is  continued  on  page . 
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acres  in  summerf allow.    Conditions  affecting  seeding  after  April  30  may, 
of  course,  change  farmers'  plans,  and  actual  seedings  may  vary  considerably 
from  the  April  30  .intentions. 

The  expansion  in  wheat  acreage  to  26,^51,000  acres  would  he  a  gain  of 
13  percent  over  the  23,1+14,000  acres  of  all  wheat  in  19^5  •    The  increase 
of  3,265,000  acres  planned  for  the  Prairie  Provinces  .is  larger  than  the 
net  increase  for  all  Canada,  a  decrease  of  230,000  acres  in  fall  wheat 
acreage  in  Ontario  accounting  for  the  difference.     Of  the  total  increase 
planned,  Saskatchewan  accounts  for  1,905,000  acres.    Alberta  for  955,000 
acres,  and  Manitoba  1+05,000  acres.    While  prospective  declines  in  oats, 
barley,  and  summerfallow  account  for  a  good  part  of  the  shift,  some  new 
breakings  appear  in  prospect. 

Winterkill  of  wheat  in  Ontario,  where  virtually  all  the  fall  wheat 
is  grown,  is  estimated  at  34,000  acres,  or  7  percent  of  the  total  acreage 
seeded.    The  area  remaining  for  harvest  is  1+1+5,000  acres,  compared  with 
675,000  acres  a  year  ago.    The  fall  rye  area  remaining  for  harvest  is 
estimated  at  334,800  acres,  or  1+  percent  less  than  the  area  seeded,  but 
5  percent  above  last  year's  acreage. 

The  condition  of  fall-sown  wheat  at  the  end  of  April  1946,  expressed 
as  a  percentage  of  the  long-time  average  yields  per  acre,  was  reported  at 
89  percent,  compared  with  103  percent  a  year  ago.    The  condition  of  the 
fall  rye  crop,  in  contrast,  is  more  favorable  than  a  year  earlier  as  a 
result  of  more  favorable  conditions  in  the  Prairie  Provinces.  The 
numerical  condition  figure  for  rye  is  placed  at  98  percent  for  all  Canada, 
compared  with  85  percent  at  the  end  of.  April  I9I+5. 


CANADA:    Intended  acreage  of  grain  crops  and  summerfallow 

a  rsT-i  a 


'  Acreage 

Crop 

:  Average 
:  I9I+O-I9I+I+ 

i  ■  1945 

[ Intentions 
!  1946 

:     1946  as 
:  percentage 
:    of  1945 

:  1,000 
:  acres 

:  1,000 
!  acres 

:     1, 000 

:  acres 

:  Percent 

Wheat  - 

Fall  

:  673 
21,792 

:  675 
22,739 

|  445 
26,006 

;  66 

114' 

22,1+65 

23,414 

26,451 

113 

Eye  -  : 
Fall   . 

13,614 
6,1+61  : 

657  I 
25I+  : 

14,393  : 
7,350  : 

317  : 
170  : 

26,691  : 
6,738  : 

335  : 
190  : 

95 
92 

105 
112 

"  911  : 

487  : 

525  : 

108 

19.074  : 

19.859  : 

18.724  : 

94 

From  records  of  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 
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Weather  and  soil  conditions  have  been  generally  favorable  for  wheat 
seeding  in  the  Prairie  provinces =    Seeding  was  virtually  completed  in 
Manitoba  by  mid-May  and  was  nearing  completion  in  Saskatchewan  and 
Alberta.    Seeding  of  coarse  grains  was  also  coming  along,  well  at  that 
time.    Rainfall  since  April  1,  however,  has  been  well  below  normal  in 
all  three  Provinces.    General  rains  were  needed  in  many  areas,  at  last 
report,  to  promote  germination  and  growth  and  to  eliminate  the  danger  of 
serious  soil  drifting  in  southern  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan. 

The  reduction  of  about  700,000  acres  in  the  oats  acreage  for  all 
Canada,  with  intentions  placed  at  13,692,000  acres,  is  planned  mainly  for 
Saskatchewan  and  Alberta.     The  barley  acreage  of  6 , 738,000  acres,  a  drop 
of  about  600,000  acres,  is  also  expected  to  result  mainly  from  decreases 
in  those  two  Provinces,  with  a  lesser  reduction  in  Manitoba.    Despite  the 
expected  reduction  from  last  year's  area,  both  oats  and  barley  acreage 
would  still  be  slightly  above  average  if  farmers'  intentions  are  carried 
out . 

ARGENTINE  CORN 
CROP  SMALLER 

The  Argentine  corn  crop  now  being  harvested  is  placed  at  1^5,661,000 
bushels  by  the  second  official  estimate.    This  is  a  slight  reduction  from 
the  first  estimate  and,,  though  larger  than  last  year's  small  outturn,  is 
less  than  half  the  average  for  the  10  years  ended  with  19^1-^2. 

The  small  harvest  reported  would  mean  a  yield  of  only  15*1  bushels  per 
acre  on  a  planted  basis,  compared  with  an  average  of  20.9  bushels.  Trade 
estimates,  though  still  slightly  above  the  official  figure,  are  somewhat 
below  .the  earlier  forcast.     (For  further  details  see  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets ,  April  22,  19^6,  page  227.) 

FATS  AND  OILS. 

CANADIAN  FLAXSEED  AREA 
16  PERCENT  UNDER  GOAL 

An  official  survey  of  April  30,  19^6,  denotes  Canadian  farmers 
intentions  to  plant  only  1,0^9,000  acres  of  flaxseed.     This  represents  a 
decrease  of  1  percent  from  last  year's  acreage  and  is  16  percent  less 
than  the  goal  established  for  this  year.    Planting  in  the  Prairie 
Provinces,  where  the  bulk  of  flaxseed  is  grown,  began  much  earlier  than 
usual.    Based  on  the  average  yield  of  7.3  bushels  per  acre  for  the  past 
5  seasons  (19^1-19^-5),  this  year's  production  should  be  approximately 
7-7  million  bushels, or  the  equivalent  of  the  19^5  output.  'If  weather 
and  general  growing  conditions  are  favorable  a  larger  outturn  is  possible. 

Members  of  the  National  Barley  and  Flaxseed  Committee  have  expressed 
grave  concern  over  Canada's  decrease  in  flaxseed  acreage,  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  world  demand  for  vegetable  oils  and  the  remote  possibility 
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of  Canada  obtaining  flaxseed  or.,  linseed  oil. elsewhere.    At  a  recent  meeting 
the  Committee  stressed  the  fact  that  Canada's  paint;,  varnish,  and  linoleum 
industries  would  be  seriously  affected  and  that  postwar  building  projects 
would  be  retarded  as  a  result  of  decreased  flaxseed  production. 

ECUADOR'S  FATS,  OILS 
SUPPLIES  STILL  SHORT 

Despite  good  prices  and  heavy  consumer  demand,  Ecuador's  19k'?  fats 
and  oils  output  remained  at  about  the  19kh  level.    Shortages  were  apparent 
in  both  edible  and  inedible  commodities.    Lard  production  was  up  slightly, 
but  cottonseed,  the  ranking  oilseed,  was  down.    Coconut,  palm  kernel,  and 
castor  oils  were  produced  on  about  the  same  level  as  in  19^. 

The  19V?  output  of  cottonseed  was  estimated  at  3,500  short  tons,  a 
decline  of  approximately  15  percent  from  19hk.    The  bulk  of  the  production, 
crushed  for  oil,  was  divided  about  equally  for  edible  and  industrial  uses. 

Last  year's  castor  bean  harvest  totaled  slightly  over  3,000  tons,  of 
which  225  tone  were  from  cultivated  acreage.    Exports  of  castor  beans, 
constitute  the  largest  bulk  Ecuadoran    oilseeds  moving  to  foreign  markets. 
Shipments  in  19^5  totaled  793  tons,  compared  with  l,k03  in  19kk.  During 
the  last  2  years  the  United  States  has  been  the  largest  buyer,  while 
Chile  took  most  of  the  remainder. 

Although  numerous  groves  of  wild  coconut  palms  are  found  in  the 
coastal  area  of  Ecuador,  production  is  not  as  large  as  might  be  expected. 
Coconut-oil  production  in  19^5  was  about  350  tons,  or  the  same  as  ±9hk. 
palm- kernel  production  in  19^-5  was  estimated  at  500  tons,  yielding  about 
300  tons  of  oil.    Difficulties  in  cracking  the  nut,  labor  shortages,  and 
the  lack  of  transportation  limit  the  expansion  of  the  palm-nut  industry. 

Soybeans ,  a  recent  development  in  Ecuador,  are  currently  being 
produced  at  the  rate  of  kOO  to  500  tons  yearly.    Although  considerable 
publicity  has  been  given  to  this  crop,  soybean  culture  has  not  been  popu- 
lar or  very  successful.    Since  only  small  quantities  are  crushed,  the 
bulk  of  the  soybean  oil  used  in  Ecuador  is  imported  exclusively  form  the 
United  States. 

Peanut  production  in  19^-5,  estimated  at  150  tons,  was  considered 
sufficient  to  meet  domestic  requirements.    A  small  part  of  the  crop  was 
exported  to  Peru. 

Hog  lard  is  preferred  by  the  people  of  the  highlands,  while  vegetable 
fats  and  oils  enjoy  preference  among  the  coastal  population.  Domestic 
production  of  tallow  is  insignificant,  the  small  output  being  used  mainly 
by  the  soap  industry. 


302 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  52,  No.  20 


COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBERS 

COTTON  PARLEY  PROVIDES 
FOR  SECRETARIAT  SET  UP 

A  move  formal  and  permanent  organization  for  the  International 
Cotton  Advisory  Committee,  with  a  secretariat  in  Washington,  was  provided 
for  in  the  final  act  of  the  fifth  meeting  of  the  ICAC,  closing  in 
Washington  May  lh. 

The  Committee's  final  resolution  also  found  "that  although  the 
world  cotton  situation  is  currently  undergoing  improvement,  a  substantial 
surplus  of  cotton  still  exists,"  that  the  situation  should  be  kept  under 
review,  and  that  "the  study  of  proposals  for  international  collaboration 
in  respect  to  the  world  cotton  surplus  should  be  pursued  and  that  a  medium 
should  be  provided  for  the  consideration  of  current  international  cotton 
problems . " 

Twenty-seven  of  the  United  Nations  governments  having  substantial 
interest  in  cotton,  as  exporters  or  importers,  were  represented. 

An  Executive  Committee  consisting  of  representatives  of  six  importing 
and  six  exporting  countries  was  created  to  serve  until  the  next  meeting 
of  the  ICAC.    L.  A.  Wheeler,  Director  of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  who  continues  as  chairman  of 
ICAC ;  was  requested  to  convene  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  upon  acceptance  of  the  resolution  by  at  least 
12  member  governments,  is  to  set  up  a  secretariat,  draw  up  a  budget  not 
exceeding  $50,000  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  19^6,  propose  a 
budget  for  the  following  year,  and  recommend  a  basis  for  contributions 
by  member  governments  in  future  years. 

Governments  whose  representatives  compose  the  Executive  Committee 
are  Argentina,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Canada,  China,  Czechoslovakia,  Egypt, 
France,  India,  Peru,  United  Kingdom,  and  United  States. 

A  subcommittee  headed  by  S.  K.  Kirpalani  of  India  reviewed  and  re- 
ported upon  the  world  cotton  situation,  calling  attention  to  the  need 
for  "complete  and  accurate  information  on  the  world  cotton  situation  (as) 
a  prime  requisite  for  the  solution  of  cotton  problems  through  cooperation 
on  an  international  scale."    Such  information,  it  was  stated,  "must  be 
timely.  It  should  be  in  terms  of  comparable  quality  measurements  and 
it  should  be  expressed  in  the  same  terms  as  to  quantity  or  be  in  such 
terms  as  can  readily  be  converted  on  a  uniform  basis." 

A  subcommittee  headed  by  C .  D.  Walker  of  the  United  States  reported 
favorably  upon  "continuation  of  work  on  international  arrangements  for 
dealing  with  world  cotton  problems."    The  chairman  said  the  subcommittee 
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felt  that    particular  attention  might  "be  given  in  any  continuing  study  to 
the  following: 

"Consumption  of  raw  cotton  and  measures  for  increasing  it;  criteria 
for  determining  when  a  "burdensome  surplus  exists;  criteria  for  estimating 
efficiency  of  production  and  methods  for  the  adjustment  of  production; 
claims  of  producers  of  special  staples  to  he  outside  any  scheme  of 
quotas;  basis  for  establishing  quota  shares  including  consideration  of 
seasonal  and  shipping  factors;  buffer  stock  operations;  freedom  of  markets 
in  presence  of  a  quota  scheme;  development  of,  and  competition  from, 
substitute  fibers." 

The  subcommittee  headed  by  R.  D.  Fennelly  of  the  United  Kingdom 
reported  upon  the  form  of  organization  which  the  ICAC  accepted,  and 
agreed  to  recommend-  to  member  governments. 

Governments  represented  at  the  fifth  meeting  were:  Argentina, 
Australia,  Belgium,  Bolivia,  Brazil,  Canada,  Chile,  China,  Colombia, 
Cuba,  Czechoslovakia,  Egypt,  France,  Greece,  India,  Iran,  Mexico,  the 
Netherlands,  Nicaragua,  Paraguay,  Pern,  Turkey,  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  United  States,  Venezuela,  and  Yugoslavia. 

WEEKLY  COTTON  PRICES 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS 


COTTON:  Spot  prices  of -certain  foreign  growths 
 and  qualities  in  specified  markets  


Market  location, 
kind,  and  quality 

.  Date 
1946 

:    Unit  of 
:  weight 

:  Unit  of 
:  currency 

:  Price  in 
:  foreign 
: currency 

Equivalent 
:U.S.  cents 
^ppr  pniinrl 

Alexandria 

*  Kantar 

Ashmouni,  F.G.F. 

!  5-9 

;  99.05  ibs. 

\  Tallari 

:  31.75 

:  26.50 

Giza  7,  F.G.F. 

:  5-9 

;  99.05  ibs. 

/  Tallari 

!  36.75 

:  30.67 

Karnak,  F.G.F. 

:  5-9 

;  99.05  ibs. 

1  Tallari 

;  36.00 

30.05 

Bombay 

]  Candy 

Jarila,  fine 

:  5-9 

;  784  lbs. 

Rupee 

;  476.00 

:  18.33 

Kampala,  East  African  ' 

:  5-9 

;  784  lbs. 

\  Rupee 

;;  850.00 

32.72 

Buenos  Aires 

*  Metric  tor 

! 

Type  B 

!  5-11 

I  2204.6  lbs 

'.Peso 

;  1&50.00 

;  24.98 

Lima 

Sp. quintal 

Tanguis,  Type  5 

;  5-11 

i  101.1+  lbs. 

;  Sol 

;  138.00 

\  20.94 

Recife 

'  Arroba 

Mata,  Type-"  5 

1 5-10 

I  33.07  lbs, 

Cruzeiro 

95.00 

\  15.41 

Sertao,  Type  5 

5-10 

33.07  lbs. 

Cruzeiro 

;  100.00 

;  16.22 

Sao  Paulo 

Arroba  . 

Sao  Paulo,:  Type  5 

Torre on, 

Sp .quintal 

Middling,  5/16/"  :: 

5-10  : 

101.4  lbs; 

Peso  : 

100.50  • 

20.39 

Compiled  from  weekly  cables  from  representatives  abroad.' 
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TOBACCO 

U.  S .  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
RISE  IN  FIRST  QUARTER 

United  States  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  the  first 
quarter  (January -March)  of  19^6  totaled  about  1^3 • 5  million  pounds  (declared 
weight),  with  a  valuation  of  $76,633,000,  compared  with  110  million 
pounds  during  the  corresponding  quarter  of  19^5*     Of  the  total  exports 
during  the  19^6  period,  about  128.6  million  pounds,  or  90  percent,  con- 
sisted of  flue-cured.    Fire-cured  exports,  amounting  to  3-^  million  pounds, 
made  up  2  percent  of  the  total.     Cigar  leaf  totaled  1.8  million  pounds  and 
Bur ley  exports  1.6  million. 

During  the  January-March  period,  flue -cured  exports  were  destined  to 
some  35  countries  and  dependencies.    The  United  Kingdom  took  95-6  million 
pounds,  or  7^  percent  of  the  exports  of  this  class.     Other  important 
purchasers  of  flue -cured  were  China  with  6.k  million  pounds,  New  Zealand 
k.6  million,  and  Australia  k.k  million.    India,  Eire,  and  the  Netherlands 
also  took  substantial  quantities  of  flue-cured  during  the  first  quarter 
of  this  year.    Total  exports  of  flue -cured  were  about  30  percent  larger 
than  the  exports  of  this  class  in  the  first  quarter  of  19^+5  • 

Exports  of  Kentucky-Tennessee  fire-cured  went  largely  to  Switzerland, 
Denmark,  Eire,'  and  the  United  Kingdom. •  Exports  of  Virginia  fire -cured  were 
mado  chiefly  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Switzerland,  and  Norway.    Total  exports 
of  fire-cured  were  not  quite  one-half  those  of  the  corresponding  quarter  of 
19^5. 


UNITED  STATES:  Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco, 
 declared  weight,  January -March  19^-6  a/  


:  19^6 

:  Valuation  of 

:fir3t  quarter 

',  January 

.  February 

'.  March 

;  Total 

:  exports 

:  1,000 

:    1, 000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

-  pounds 

pounds 

' pounds 

'•  pounds 

:  dollars 

:  ^3,559 

:  38,058 

:^6,951 

:  128,568 

:  71,505 

Kentucky -Tenne ssee 

367 

:  1,262 

8k6 

:  2,475 

:  881 

Virginia  fire- 

1+65 

:  271 

196 

:  932 

:    .  kOl 

725  * 

k-20 

•  ^59 

:  1,60k 

:  871 

5 

301  : 

711 

'  1,017 

:  6^3 

87  : 

97  : 

39 

223 

:  101 

11  •  : 

kjd  ■ 

^65  ' 

95^  ' 

287 

Black  Fat,  etc   : 

326  : 

399  = 

217  : 

gk2  1 

k62 

%k  : 

560  : 

682  : 

1,806  : 

1,20k 

3 

2  : 

6  : 

11  : 

8 

Stems,  Trimmings,  : 

1,223  : 

2,05^  : 

1,659  : 

k,  936  : 

270 

Total   : 

^7,335  : 

^3,902  : 

52,231  : 

lk3, k6Q  : 

76,633 

Source:    Records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  a/  Preliminary. 
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Exports  of  Bur ley  tohacco  during  the  first  quarter  of  19^6  were 
distributed  among  some  20  countries.    The  chief  importers  were  Norway, 
Mexico,  Portugal,  Denmark,  and  Finland.    Burley  exports  rose  ahout  h0 
percent  a"bove  the  1.1  million  pounds  shipped  during  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  last  year. 

Practically  all  the  Maryland  exports  during  the  first  quarter  of 
19*4-6  went  to  Switzerland.    Green  River  leaf  went  chiefly  to  France.-  Black 
Fat  and  One  Sucker  were  shipped  principally  to  Nigeria    and  French  West 
Africa.    Exports  of  cigar  leaf,  chiefly  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Belgium,  the 
Netherlands,  and  Denmark,  were  more  than  six  times  as  large  as  those  dur- 
ing the  corresponding  quarter  of  19*4-5.     Of  the  total  exports  of  stems, 
trimmings,  a.nd  scrap,  China  was  the  destination  of  k.k  million  pounds,  or 
ah out  90  percent. 

NEW  ZEALAND'S  TOBACCO 
PRODUCTION  SMALLER 

Despite  larger  tohacco  plantings  this  season,  early  reports  indicate 
that  New  Zealand's  19k^>-k6  tohacco  crop  may  he  slightly  less  than  the 
3.289,000  pounds  harvested  in  19*+*4--*4-5  according  to  a  report  from  the 
American  Legation  at  Wellington.     This  season's  acreage  amounted  to  3, 3^0 
acrs,  compared  with  3,303  in  19*+*+-*+5-    The  decline  in  production  is  at- 
tributed to  drought  conditions  which  reduced  yields.     The  quality  of  the 
leaf  just  harvested,  however,  is  excellent  in  certain  areas. 

New  Zealand  depends  upon  foreign  sources  of  supply  for  ahout  75 
percent  of  its  tobacco  requirements.     In  19*4-5,'  imports  of  leaf  tohacco 
totaled  7  million  pounds,  all  of  which  originated  in  the  United  States, 
excepting  22,000  pounds  from  Cuba.    Imports  of  cigarettes  in  19*4-5  amounted 
to  U5.6  million  pieces,  chiefly  of  United  States  manufacture.    Imports  of 
smoking  tohacco  and  cigars  were  insignificant. 

EGYPT  SETS  HIGHER 
TOBACCO  DUTIES 

A  Royal  Decree,  effective  May  1,  19*4-6,  increased  specific  duties 
on  imports  of  tohacco  into  Egypt.     As  of  May  1,  - 19*4-6,  the  duty  on 
leaf -tohacco  imports,  stemmed  and  unstemmed,  set  at  $2.89  per  pound  on 
May  1,  19*^-5,  was  raised  to  $3.18  per  pound  and  that  on  manufactured 
tohacco  was  increased  from  $3.6*4-  per  pound,  effective  a  year  ago,  to 
$3.99  ffer  pound. 

TRINIDAD'S  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 

FROM  STERLING  AREA  RISE  '  :  -  


Leaf  tohacco  imports  into  Trinidad,  B.W.I,  in  19*4-5,  -  amounted  ■  to  1.6 
million  pounds,  compared  with  l.k  million  the  previous  year.     Of  the 
total  19*4-5  imports,  l.k  million  pounds  were  from  Canada,  and  only  0.2 
million  from  the  United  States.    During  prewar  years  the  hulk  of 
Trinidad's  leaf  tohacco  imports  were  of  United  States  origin. 
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Imports  of  tobacco  products,  chiefly  cigarettes,  in  19^5  amounted 
to  74,000  pounds,  most  of  which  also  originated  in  sterling  areas.  In 
I9kk,  imports  of  products  totaled  79,000  pounds.    Reports  indicate  that 
United  States  cigarettes  are  in  great  demand  "but  that  applications  for 
import  licenses  for  commercial  sale  have  been  rejected  by  the  Trinidad 
Government  on  the  grounds  that  dollars  must  be  conserved  for  the  purchase 
of  only  "essential"  commodities.    Cigarette  imports  from  this  country 
are  duty-free  and  are  solely  for  consumption  by  the  United  States  armed 
forces  stationed  in  the  Island. 


EGYPT'S  ONION  CROP 
BELOW  LAST  YEAR 

Egypt's  onion  crop  for  19^5-^6  is  estimated  at  3,^10,000  bags  of  100 
pounds,  compared  with  3,^96,000  bags  in  the  previous  season.  This  is  the 
second  largest  crop  since  1940-41  when  5,777,000  bags  were  produced.  The 
winter  crop  (Chetwi),  the  main  onion  crop  of  the  country,  is  produced  in 
upper  Egypt,  with  planting  taking  place  in  September  a.nd  October  and  har- 
vest in  the  following  March.  In  lower  Egypt  summer  onions  (Serf i) ,  which 
are  grown  largely  for  local  consumption,  are  planted  in  February  and  March 
and  harvested  in  June  and  July. 

Acreage  in  19^5-^6 /is  estimated  at  25,500  acres,  compared  with  26,500 
in  the  previous  season.    Consumption  is  placed  at  nearly  2  million  pounds. 
Exports  of  1.5  million  bags  have  been  authorized  for  19^+6,  of    which  1.1 
million  will  be  consigned  to  Great  Britain    and  the  remainder  of  the  crop 
either  will  be  exported  to  other  countries  or  dehydrated.    Dehydration  of 
onions  began  in  19^0  when  about  395*000  pounds  were  exported.    In  19^5 
nearly  900,000  pounds  were  shipped  abroad  and  in  19^6  that  same  amount  is 
authorized  for  processing  for  export. 


FRUITS ,  VEGETABLES ,  AND  NUTS 


EGYPT:    Production  and  export  of  onions , 

19^5-^6  with  comparisons 
 (Bags  of  100  pounds  each)  


Production   Exyorts"  a/ 


De- 


Crop  year 


Winter  :  Summer  :    Total  :    Great  ;  " 
(Chetwi).  (Seifi).  .  Britain:  Total 


hydrated 
total 


1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000 
bags     :    bags    :    bags     :    bags     :  bags 


1,000 
pounds 


Average  1936-1940  :  5,329  :  279  :  5,608  :  1,095 

19^3-^   :  2,444  :  118  :  2,562  :  382 

1944-45   :  3,145  :  351  :  3,1+96  :  630 

191+5.46   :  3,013  :  397  :  3,410  :  1,102 


2,503 
398 
813 

1,^77 


b/   -  516 


1,087 
888 
882 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

a/  Exports  are  for  the  calendar  years  beginning  1937 • 
b/  Two  years  19^0  and  1941. 
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LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

CUBAN  MEAT  SUPPLY 
LARGER;  PRICES  UP 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  Cuban  meat  supply  is  still  insufficient 
to  meet  the  domestic  demand  for  the  early  part  of  19*1-6,  it  is  now  more 
nearly  adequate  than  at  any  other  time  during  the  past  two  winters  of 
severe  droughts.    Sporadic  shortages  of  beef,  however,  continue  in 
Habana  and  actual  market  prices  for  cattle  have  increased.  Supplies 
of  imported  pork  products  also  remain  far  short  of  actual  demand. 

Owing  to  better  pasture  conditions  than  at  any  time  during  the 
past  2  years,  cattle  weights  are  heavier  and  higher  market  prices  en- 
courage increased  breeding.    Rainfall  during  the  period  from  November 
19^-5  to  March  19^6  averaged  three-fourths  of  normal  in  comparison  with 
about  one-fourth  in  the  previous  two  seasons. 

Cattle  slaughter  for  the  first  quarter  at  50,000  head  per  month  was 
slightly  more  than  the  monthly  rate  for  the  last  2  years,  but  short  of 
monthly  current  demand  estimated  at  75,000  head.    Cattle  numbers  during 
the  past:  2  years  have  been  reduced  by  heavy  slaughter  of  light-weight 
cattle.  • 

Hog  production,  although  relatively  small,  has  increased  as  a  result 
of  very  .high  prices  for  both  pork  and  Iarde    Lard  imports  of  18.7  million 
pounds  for  the  first  3  months  of  19^6  were  a  .fifth  larger  than  for  the 
same  period  a  year  ago.    Salt-pork  imports  for  the  first  2  months  of  19^6 
totaled  about  1,9^7  thousand  pounds,  against  53^  thousand  pounds  a  year 
earlier,  an  increase  of  about  37  percent. .  Smoked-meat  imports  were  one- 
third  larger  for  the  first  2  months  of  19^6,  compared  with  a  year  ago. 

A  basic  report  on  the  Cuban  livestock  and  meat  industries  is  being 
prepared  and  may  be  had  upon  request  to  this  Office, 

ARGENTINE  WOOL  MARKET 
ACTIVE;  EXPORTS  RISE 

Latest  cabled  reports  indicate  that  the  Argentine  wool  market  is 
maintaining  a  firm  tone  with  some  buyer  resistance  in  spots.    Prices  of 
all  grades  of  wool  show  increases  since  February,  largely  as  a  result 
of  European  buying.    United  States,  demand  for  coarse  crossbreds  has 
remained  active  but  for  cheap  clothing  purposes  rather  than  for  carpets 
as  formerly..    These  wools  are  free  of  duty  when  used  in  carpets  but 
dutiable  when  used  for  ajjparel  purposes.    More  recently  there  has  been 
more  activity  on  the  part  of  European  than  American  buyers  who  are  re- 
luctant to  pay  the  prices  asked.    The  Belgians,  French,  and  Dutch  have 
been  buying  fine  and  medium  crossbreds,  with  more  recent  activity  in 
coarse  crossbreds    shown  by  France,  Belgium,  Sweden,  and  Greece. 
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Wool  exports  from  Argentina  to  the  United  States  for  the  first 
peacetime  season  will  he  very  large  if  the  current  rate  of  shipment  keeps 
up.    Already  exports  to  this  country  for  the  first  half  of  the  season 
(October -March)  have  reached  225  million  pounds, .  or  k  times  larger  than 
in  the  same  period  a  year  ago  when  they  were  the  smallest  during  wartime. 
They  are  about  twice  the  6-year  wartime  average  for  the  same  months  but 
7  times  larger  than  the  prewar  average  for  the  same  period. 

The  proportion  of  the  Argentine  surplus  going  to  the  United  States 
has  greatly  increased  3ince  the  prewar  percentage  of  only  18  percent.  In 
19^+1-^2  it  rose  to  92  percent  but  dropped  to  about  81  percent  in  the  cur- 
rent season.    Prior  to  the  war  approximately  51  percent  of  Argentine's 
exports  were  to  continental  Europe  and  another  27  percent  to  the  United 
Kingdom. 

ARGENTINA:    Wool  exports  to  the  United  States  as  percentage  of  total, 


October-March  19^-5-^6  with  comparisons 


October -March 

To 

'  United  States 

;  Total 

:  United  States 
'  as  percentage 
:        of  total 

Million 

:  Million 

:  Million 

pounds 

pounds 

:  pounds 

Average  193^-35  to  1938-39... 

3I.7 

'.  173.6 

;  18 

93.3 

178  A 

19^.2 

:  231.8 

;  pa 

\9hl-k2  

119-7 

!  130.0 

:  92 

191*2-^3  

lk.6 

83.6 

89 

19^3-^   

109.9  : 

125.2 

;  88 

igkk-k^   ' 

56.0  ; 

68.3 

82 

225 . 0 

277.1 

81 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

Since  the  end  of  the  war  shipments  of  wool  to  continental  European 
countries  have  increased  especially  to  Franco,  Belgium,  and  Switzerland. 
For  the  first  6  months  of  this  season  shipments  to  continental  Europe  as 
a  whole  increased  to  hj,  million  pounds,  compared  with  only  k  million  to 
neutral  countries  for  the  first  half  of  last  season.    United  States 
consular  reports  of  declared  wool  exports  to  the  United  States  show  that 
69  percent  of  the  total  reported  at  236  million  pounds  for  the  6  months 
(October -March)  was  Cordoba  carpet  wool  and  coarse  crossbred  wool, 
k01a  and  below.     Cordoba  wool,  which  is  strictly  carpet  class,  represented 
only  10  percent  of  the  wool  under  k-01 3 

Apparent  supplies  of  wool  for  export  for  the  remainder  of  the 
season  ar©  estimated,  as  of  April  1,  at  680  million  pounds,  a  reduction 
of  18  percent,  compared  with  the  same  date  of  19^-5  but  about  three  times 
larger  than  the  April  average  for  the  five  prewar  seasons.    The  exportable 
surplus  for  the  entire  season  was  about  60  million  pounds  more  than  in 
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19^-^5  "bu-t  the  large  exports  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  have  left 
1  smaller  surplus  for  disposal  from  now  on. 

Commercial  stocks  are  considerably  "below  a  year  ago.    On  April  1, 
stocks  totaled  265  million  pounds,  a  reduction  of  29  percent  compared 
with  the  same  date  of  I9U5 .    The  quantity  of  wool  stored  for  future  ship- 
ment to  continental  and  other  users  has  "been  reduced  almost  50  percent. 
No  information  is  available  concerning  stocks  of  low  crossbreds  held  by 
producers,  but  it  seems  likely  that  they  are  being  shipped  out. 


ARGENTINA: 

Exports 

of  wool  by  countries, 

October - 

March  I9U5 

-k6  with  comparison 

:  October- 

■March 

Country  of  destination 

:  '       19Lt-^--1+5  : 

19^+5  - 

:       1,000  pounds  : 

1,000  pounds 

Non-European 

tt„  -?  4-  ~  nx  

55,955  : 

225,021 

3,67^-  : 

3,273 

2,165  : 

I,.9l6  '.,  .. 

707       :  : 

981 

397  : 

1,21k 

1,263   .  : 

606 

kkO 

233,516 

United  Kingdom  

■  0 

■  280 

Continental  Europe 

10,756 

18,309 

*    ' k, 12k 

■  kGl 

1/958 

'  8,333 

55 

179 

k6Q 

88 

Total   

^3,258 

;    277, 05^ 

From  official  sources. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


TRADE  CONTROLS 

Canada  is  eliminating  certain  food  subsidies.    Tomatoes,  peas,  corn, 
and  green,  and  wax  beans  for  canning  will  not  be  subsidized  in  19^6.  In- 
creased ceiling  prices  are  to  be  granted  on  these  products  when  canned. 
Subsidies  to  jam  and  jelly  manufacturers  were  discontinued,  and  ceiling 
prices  were  increased  by  the  amount  of  the  subsidy;  However,  the  grower 
subsidy  on  fruit  sold  for  jam  remains  in  effect.    This  is  part  of  a 
general  policy  of  discontinuing  subsidies  whenever  possible. 


310 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol,  52,  No.  20 


Argentina  extended  the  requirement  for  e  xpor t  pdTffli t a  to  near ly  all 
foodstuff s  "by  Resolution  Wo.  2209  of  MarchTl,  l^¥b.  -****~°~ 

GRAIWS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  WD  FEEDS  (con't) 

UNITED  STATES  RICE 
EXPORTS  SHOW  GAIN 

Rice  exports  from  the  United  States  during  the  first  quarter  of  1946 
amounted  to  268  million  pounds,  or  135  million  more  than  those  in  the 
same  period  of  the  preceding  year.    Exports  to  Asia  accounted  for  the 
sharp  rise,  with  shipments  to  the  Philippine  Islands  "being  comparatively 
heavy.    The  quantity  exported  to  Cuba  equaled  that  in  the  first  qu?rter 
of  19*1-5. 

UNITED  STATES:    Bice  exports  to  specified  countries, 
 January -March  19^6,  with  comparisons  a/'  


Country  of  destination; 


: Average 

:    19hh  < 

19^5  b/ 

I    January -March 

l:  1936- 
:  19^0 

:  19^3 

:i9^5  y 

\  19U6  y 

;  Million 

: Million 

:  Million; 

Million 

: Million 

: Million 

: pounds 

: pounds 

: pounds  . 

pounds 

: pounds 

:  pounds 

:  157 

:  ik  : 

11 

'.  0 

;  y 

0 

:      0  : 

21 

:  4 

0 

1 

;  0/ 

:      0  : 

7 

:  7 

;  0/ 

;  0/ 

:  56 

:    35  ': 

114- 

:  y 

:  4 

.  26 

0 

9  : 

13 

9  • 

6 

:  39 

213 

58  : 

6b 

20 

.'   '  10 

.  168 

304 

357  : 

334  ■ 

93 

93 

.    Ik  . 

57  . 

35  : 

ko   ■  . 

11 

7 

;   4/  : 

0  . 

0  : 

35  \ 

0  \ 

25 

:  0/  . 

0  i 

0  '. 

0  : 

0  3 

105 

:    a/  : 

0 

0  '. 

0  ! 

0    • ! 

11 

.    11+  . 

23 

3k  : 

34  : 

9  j 

17 

:  235  : 

597  : 

k&k  : 

509  : 

133  : 

268 

United  Kingdom. . . . 

Netherlands  

Switzerland  

Soviet  Union. 
Other  Europe  

Total  Europe .... 

Cuba. .  * „  

Canada  

Netherlands  Indies, 
Philippine  Islands, 

China  , 

Others  «,  

Total  


Compiled  from  official  records,  xSureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 

a/  Includes  milled  rice  and  rough  rice  in  terms  of  milled  converted  at 

6*5  percent. 

y  Preliminary. 

c/  Less  than  500,000  pounds 

d/  If  any,  included  in  "others." 


